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Vancouver 2010 cauldron to stand as permanent legacy of Games in downtown Vancouver 
Terasen Gas Inc. provides iconic symbol located at Jack Poole Plaza 

 
Vancouver, BC ― In a celebration of the 2010 Winter Games, the Olympic and Paralympic Cauldron will 
become a permanent landmark on the Vancouver waterfront through a legacy partnership announced 
tonight between Terasen Gas Inc. and the Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic and 
Paralympic Winter Games (VANOC). 
 
This legacy will ensure the cauldron, lit tonight by Canadian hockey legend Wayne Gretzky at the 
conclusion of the spectacular Olympic Opening Ceremony at BC Place, will be a lasting reminder of the 
Games. 
 
Gretzky, the all-time record holder for goals scored in the National Hockey League (NHL) and executive 
director of the Team Canada gold medal-winning men’s hockey team at the Salt Lake City 2002 Winter 
Games, ignited the almost 10-metre-high steel and glass cauldron after a flatbed truck transported him 
and the Olympic Flame through the streets of downtown Vancouver to the waterfront location. 
 
“The cauldron and the flame ignite the spirit of the 2010 Winter Games and will be a source of inspiration 
to people in B.C. and around the world. Terasen Gas is pleased to partner with VANOC and this cauldron 
is a very fitting way for us to contribute to the Games and provide a legacy for British Columbians and all 
visitors to our province for years to come,” said Randy Jespersen, Terasen Gas Inc.’s president and CEO. 
 
The cauldron, which VANOC designed and fabricated, is located on the west side of the International 
Broadcast Centre at Jack Poole Plaza at 1055 Canada Place. The plaza will be officially dedicated at a 
later date in memory of Poole; the founding chairman of VANOC’s board of directors. Poole passed away 
in October 2009 just hours after the Olympic Flame was lit in Greece signalling the start of the Vancouver 
2010 Olympic Torch Relay. 
 
“This is a special night for all British Columbians, for Canadians and for Olympic fans around the world. 
Terasen’s contribution means the spark of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games 
will forever burn in people’s memories whenever they visit this incredible location,” said the Honourable 
Gordon Campbell, premier of British Columbia. 
 
“This is particularly special because now one of the most photographed and visible icons of the Games 
will be forever located here in Jack Poole Plaza. This place is named in honour of a great friend and 
visionary who was instrumental in bringing the Olympic Spirit to our province and back to Canada for a 
third time.” 
 
The cauldron will be shown throughout the world during broadcasts of the Games and will showcase the 
scenic backdrop of majestic snow-capped North Shore Mountains and the waters of Burrard Inlet. It will 
also be used for the Paralympic Winter Games, which officially open a month later on March 12, 2010. 

“Four outstanding Canadian athletes lit the iconic ceremonial cauldron in BC Place tonight and on their 
behalf Wayne Gretzky has now carried the Olympic Flame to the end of its incredible journey across our 
great land. This flame and these four athletes have touched millions of Canadians and we hope this 
moment will inspire the world’s athletes in the pursuit of their dreams,” said John Furlong, VANOC’s CEO. 
“They have travelled this journey with us since we won the bid in 2003 and it is only fitting that they are 
here tonight and that the cauldron lit by Wayne Gretzky will serve as a lasting legacy of the Games in the 
city.” 
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Gregor Robertson, mayor of the City of Vancouver, also acknowledged the importance of this legacy to 
the Host City of the Games. “We deeply appreciate Terasen’s legacy to the people of Vancouver. This 
cauldron and its flame will draw people not only during February and March 2010 but in the years to come 
as a potent symbol of our time in the limelight as the successful host of the world’s best winter athletes.” 
  
Under its agreement with VANOC, Terasen Gas Inc. has a right to market and promote their association 
with the 2010 Winter Games, as well as with the Canadian Olympic Teams competing at the Vancouver 
2010 Olympic Winter Games and the London 2012 Olympic Games. In return, Terasen Gas Inc. made a 
financial investment in the Games by funding the cost of the cauldron. 
 
About Terasen Gas 
Terasen Gas is composed of the operations of Terasen Gas Inc., Terasen Gas (Vancouver Island) Inc. 
and Terasen Gas (Whistler) Inc., both indirect wholly-owned subsidiaries of Fortis Inc. The Terasen Gas 
utilities serve over 95 per cent of the natural gas consumers in B.C. in 125 communities across the 
province. Fortis Inc., the largest investor-owned distribution utility in Canada, serves approximately 
2,100,000 gas and electric customers and has total assets exceeding $12 billion. Its regulated holdings 
include Terasen Gas and electric utilities in five Canadian provinces and three Caribbean countries. Fortis 
Inc. owns non-regulated hydroelectric generation assets across Canada and in Belize and upper New 
York State. It also owns hotels and commercial real estate in Canada. Fortis Inc. shares are listed on the 
Toronto Stock Exchange and trade under the symbol FTS. Additional information can be accessed at 
www.fortisinc.com or www.sedar.com. 
 
About VANOC 
VANOC is responsible for the planning, organizing, financing and staging of the XXI Olympic Winter 
Games and the X Paralympic Winter Games in 2010. The 2010 Olympic Winter Games will be staged in 
Vancouver and Whistler from February 12 to 28, 2010. Vancouver and Whistler will host the 2010 
Paralympic Winter Games from March 12 to 21, 2010. Visit www.vancouver2010.com. 
 
VANOC's marketing program is focused on securing mutually rewarding partnerships with shared values 
to generate sufficient revenue to host successful Winter Games in 2010 and to leave a financial legacy for 
sport. VANOC’s worldwide TOP Partners include Coca-Cola, Acer, Atos Origin, General Electric, 
McDonald’s, Omega, Panasonic, Samsung and Visa. VANOC's National Partners are Bell 
Canada, Hudson’s Bay Company, RBC Financial Group, General Motors of Canada, Petro-Canada and 
RONA. 
 
VANOC’s Official Supporters include Air Canada, BC Hydro, Bombardier, the British Columbia Lottery 
Corporation, Canadian Pacific, Insurance Corporation of British Columbia (ICBC), Jet Set Sports, Ricoh 
Canada, Royal Canadian Mint and Teck Resources. 
 
VANOC’s Official Suppliers are 3M, Acklands-Grainger, Aggreko, ALDA Pharmaceuticals Corp., Aquilini 
Investment Group, Avaya Canada Corp., Birks, Britco, Canada Post, Canada’s Olympic Broadcast Media 
Consortium, Canwest Publishing, COLD-FX, Concord Pacific, Deloitte, Dow Canada, EPCOR, Garrett 
Metal Detectors, General Mills, Hain Celestial Canada, Haworth Canada, Jackson Triggs, Karl’s Global 
Events Inc,. La Presse, Millennium Development Corp., Molson, Nike Canada Corp., Offsetters, Port 
Metro Vancouver, Purolator Courier Ltd., Saputo, Sleep Country Canada, SNC-Lavalin Inc., Sun 
Microsystems of Canada, Terasen Gas Inc., The Globe and Mail, Tickets.com, TransCanada, Vancouver 
Airport Authority, Weston Bakeries, Workopolis and Wrigley Canada. 
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VANOC Communications 
Tel: 604.403.1611 
E-mail: mediarelations@vancouver2010.com 

Joyce Wagenaar 
Terasen Gas Inc. 
Tel : 604.785.8946 
E-mail : Joyce.Wagenaar@terasengas.com 

 
 
 


